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HEN, in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one

" People to diffolve the Political Bands which have connected them with

another, and to affume, among the )'owers of the Earth, the feparate

and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's GOD

R entitle them, a decent Refpe@ to the Opiniona of Mankind requires
that they fhould declare the Caufes which impel them to the Separation.

Wx hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are
endowed, by their CREATOR, with certain unalienable Rights, that amongs thefe are Life,
Liberty, and the Purluit of Happinefs.—That to fecure thefe Rights, Governments are
inftituted among Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that
whenever apy Form of Government becomes deftructive of thefe Ends, it is the Righe of
the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to infitute new Government, laying its Foun-
dation on fuch Principles, and organizing its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem
moft likely to effedt cheir Safety and Happinefs.  Prodence, ‘indeed, will diftate, that
Governments long eftablithed, fhould not be changea for light and tranfienc Caufes ; and

i hath thewn, that Mankind are more difpofed to fuffer, while ~

accardingly all Experience
Evils a'egfiﬂcrab.'cl: than to right themfelves by abolithing the _Foxms to VYhiCl.'l they are
accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abufes and Ufurpations, purfgmg {nv'ariably
the lame Objeét, evinces a Delign to reduce them ucder abfolute DFfpollfm, it is their
= Righe, it is.their Duty, to throw off fuch Goverarent, and to provide new Guards for
their tuture Security.  Such has bieen the patient Sufferance of thefe Colonies ; and fuch
is now the Neceflity which conftrains them to alter their former Syftems of qucx_'nment.
The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is & Hiftory of repea(ed_!n)unes and
Ulurpations, all having in direct Object the E(tabli{hmem of an abfolute Tyranny over
thefe States. ‘To prove this, let Faéts be fubmitted to a candid World.

He has refufed his Afent to Laws, the moft wholsfome and neceflury for the public

Laws of immediate and prefling, Importance,

Good. . .
A ; and when fo fuf-

unlefs tufpended in their Operation fill his Affent thou'd be cbiained ;
pended, he has uteerly neplected to attend to them. X "
Hin hasretufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommedation of large Diftricis of People,
unlefs thofe Peopls would relinquith the Righ} of F epr‘elentauun in the Legiflature, a
Right incftimable to them, and tormidable to T'yran. aiy.
He has called together -Legiflative Bodies at Pilces unufual, uncomfonable_, a'nd
diftant from the Depafitory of their public Recurds, for the fole Purpale of latiguing

them into Compliance with his Meafures.

He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repca!cd]j,' for oppofing with manly Firmnefs
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]angl unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Affent to their A@s of pretended Legil-
ation :

For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us

For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they
fhould commit on the Inhabitants of thefe States:

For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World :

For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent:

For depriving us, in many, Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury:

For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :

For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a ncighbouring Proviace, eftablith.
ing therein an arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, o as to render it at’
gnce an Example and 6t Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rule into thefe

olonies :

- For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fun-
damentally the Forms of our Governments :

For lufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves inveted with Power to
legiflate for us in all Cafes whatloever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring v out of his Protetion, and waging

War againft us.
HE has plundered our Seas, ravaged aur Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the

Lives of our People.

HE is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to complete
the Works of Death, Defolation, and Tyranny, alteady begun with Circumftances of
Cruclty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled inthe moft barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy
the Head of a civilized Nation,

He has conftrained our Fellaw-Citizens, taken Captive on the high Seas, to bear Arms
againft their Country, to become the Executioners of their Friends and Brethren, or to
fall themfelves by their Hands. .

He has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on -
the Inhabitants of our Frontiers, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe known Rule of
Warfare, is an undiltinguithed Deftrution, of all Apes, Sexes, and Conditions.

IN every Stage of théfe Oppreflions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble
TFerms: Our repeated Petitions have been aofwered only by repeated Injury. A Prince,
whofe Charater is thus marked by every Act which may define & Tyrant, is unfit to be

« the Ruler of a free People, )
Nox have we been wanting in Attenuons to our Bricifa Brcihirea,  'We have warned
. them, from Time to Time, of Attempts by their Legiflature to extend an unwarrantdble
wJurifdittion ever 2. We have reminded them of the Cireumftances of our Emigration
and Qerrlement here W have annealed to their native Tuitice and Magoasimity, and



